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Sha.om From the Aleph-Bet

The Secret To Pronouncing Hebrew Words:
the SH'VAH!

There is one set of dots  which is not a voweland which isnever counted as a vowel

It is called a “SH'VAH.”

1) Sometimes the sh’'vah is SILENT.
2) Sometimes the sh’'vah is PRONOUNCED asshort “i” — as in the English word “fsh”)

Even when the sh’vah is pronounceda sh’vah is never counted as a vowel

Every Hebrew syllable musthaveonevowel

Since a sh’'vah isnever counted as a voweh sh’vah can never create a Hebrew syllable — evé it
is pronounced.

What does theSH'VAH do?

1) The SILENT SH'VAH EXTENDS A SYLLABLE BY THE LETTER OVER THE SH'VAH —
and ENDS (or “CLOSES”) the syllable.

BahSH-Tah gw; 2 vowels, 2 syllables

2) The PRONOUNCED SH'VAH BEGINS A SYLLABLE and is added to the FOLLOWING
LETTER AND VOWEL. The PRONOUNCED SH’VAH (and the | etter under it are pronounced
QUICKER - similar to a “grace note” in music).

B’SHah-BahT n;t@: 2 vowels, 2 syllables
(on the Sabbath)

3) Sometimes, a VOWEL-SOUND is added to a PRONOUNUESH'VAH to give it more of a
sound.

§ Pronounced “ah” (but NOT a vowel!)

The sh'vah is never counted as a vowel — even f awel-sound is placed next to it!

Mark S. Golub © 2008



Sha.om From the Aleph-Bet

Name HEBREWN Review Sheet, Lesson 2

A. LETTERS. Circle thesound each lettermakes ¢r circle “silent” if the letter makes no sound at
all).

SILENT M B L 5 (6 SILENT SH L M .N @
SILENT M B T .0 (7 SILENT B M SH ..2 (2
SILENT M B SH .2 (8 SILENT L B SH .0 3
SILENT M L T .0 9 SILENT L T B .0 ¢
SILENT M L T 5 (10 SILENT M T L .2 5
B. VOWELS. Circlethe sound each vowetnakes (or circle “silent” if the letter makes rauad at all)
ah (asin#ther) o (asinake) .. N (@
ah (as indther) o (asinake) .. W @
ah (asindther) o (asinake) .. N (@3
ah (asindther) o (asinake) .. N
C. NAMES of LETTERS. Write thenameof each Hebrew letter.

-Q 3 5 2 -Na

D. SYLLABLES. How many syllablesdoes the following word have? ﬂ‘l‘)@f

(Remembersame as the number of vowelim the word.)

E. TRANSLATION. Put the letter of the picture next to the correct Hebrew word.

oM __ -owe _ -P3a

1)@ 2)‘ 3)

F. TRANSLATE INTO ENGLISH: - ﬂ'ﬁ?@f ﬁ;@?
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Sha.om From the Aleph-Bet

ANSWER SHEET HEBREWR Rew Sheet, Lesson 2

A. LETTERS. Circle thesound each lettermakes ¢r circle “silent” if the letter makes no sound at
all).

SILENT M B L 5 (6 SILENT SH L M .N @
SILENT M B T .50 (7 SILENT B M SH ..2 (2
SILENT M B SH .2 @8 SILENT L B SH W2 3
SILENT M L SH . SILENT L T B..JY ¢
SILENT M L T 5 (10 SILENT M T L .B (5

B. VOWELS. Circlethe sound each vowetnakes (or circle “silent” if the letter makes rauad at all)
ah (as indther) o(asinoke) .. N @

ah (as indther) o (asinake) .. W

ah (asindther) o (asinake) .. N (@3

ah (asinéther) o(asinoke) .. N @«

T

C. NAMES of LETTERS. Write thenameof each Hebrew letter.

MEM - (= R) LAMED -‘7 (2 ALEPH - N (1

D. SYLLABLES. How many syllablesdoes the following word have? 2 - m‘)r_;?
(Remembersame as the number of vowelim the word.)

E. TRANSLATION. Putthe number of the picture nex to the correct Hebrew word.

2- NN C  1- o @3- DA (A

o Sa =
1) 2) 3) I

F. TRANSLATE INTO ENGLISH:  Sabbath Peace - ﬂﬂsgf naw
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